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‘As a volunteer at our local museum 
I’ve had fun taking out to the 
retirement homes the Museum 

Box, a collection of interesting items to 
stir memories,’ writes regular Writers’ News 
contributor PDR Lindsay. 

‘The residents tell me wonderful stories, but demanded 
in return that I write them a novel: “A light hearted bit 
of local history.’ I was researching a serious 17th-century 
novel, and the request was promised but postponed. 

‘Then Covid struck. Filling in time, wondering what 
to write, I was asked to check the museum photographs 
online to find photos to turn into postcards. And there 
it was, an 1880s photograph album of a local family’s 
trip in the southern Alps. My local town’s people and my 
local area of New Zealand, perfect. Inside were the most 
amazing photos, and there was my inspiration. Looking 
just like the Gilbert and Sullivan ‘three little maids’, hats, 
gloves, parasols, long skirts and frilly petticoats, prettily 
posed on mountain scree high up in the Alps near Aoraki 
Mount Cook. That photo became the base for my new 
novel cover as I set out to tell the tale of Melisande, who 
had to leave a cossetted life in India to become a colonial 
wife in New Zealand in 1898. 

‘The ebook version of Wild Colonial Girl launched in 
March, the print version in May. All my senior residents 
from the retirement homes came to the launch party in 
May and thoroughly enjoyed telling everyone that theirs 
was the suggestion which gave rise to Wild Colonial Girl. 
They must have enjoyed the story too as they have been 
giving the book five-star reviews.’

Website: www.pdrlindsay.co.nz
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‘Two years ago, I was delighted 
to be able to tell people that I’d 
been published (by the wonderful 
Claret Press) for the first time at 
the (relatively) advanced age of 66,’ 
writes subscriber Steve Sheppard.

‘That book, A Very Important Teapot, a comedy 
spy thriller set largely in Australia, has so far sold in 
the region of 500 copies rather than the 500,000 
it clearly deserves to have done (haha), but it has 
received so many positive reviews, many from 
people who have never met me including some 
residing in far-away lands (and not forgetting WM’s 
very own Adrian Magson), that it seemed churlish 
in the extreme not to write a sequel.

‘So I did, and that sequel, Bored to Death in 
the Baltics, was published last September, again 
by Claret Press (three cheers for them). As you 
may have guessed, this one is not set in Australia 
but it again follows our occasionally hapless 
hero, Dawson, as he is kidnapped for no obvious 
reason following a bomb blast in the home 
counties and ends up in the hold of a tramp 
cargo ship heading for the Gulf of Riga. Why this 
has happened, who is involved and the vexing 
question of whether his decidedly less hapless 
girlfriend, Lucy, will find him, will of course be 
revealed, but it is safe to say that it entails at least 
as much murder and madcap mayhem as in A 
Very Important Teapot. And quite a lot of water. 
And twins. And it’s as hilarious as Teapot.’

Website: www.stevesheppardauthor.com

‘It had always been a far-off dream to settle in 
Spain,’ writes subscriber Mary Mae Lewis.

‘After so many years travelling around the 
world, living in exotic places such as Grand 
Cayman and Malawi, my dream was close to 
being realised. However, with husband Chris 

content to tinker with all kinds of machinery 
back home in Staffordshire, how was I going to 
persuade him that Spain was the ultimate place 
forus? All was solved with the idea of his converting 
an ex-Liverpool Council single-decker bus into a 

serviceable mobile home – and, with that accomplished, we 
were on their way – along with beloved dog, Josh. After saying 
hasta la vista to our British life, we set off for a grand adventure 

and – twenty years later – we’re still having it.
‘It hasn’t all been plain sailing though; it was initially hard for 

us to settle into a more relaxed pace of life… and the endless 
excuse of manana! It was then that I realised that manana 
doesn’t just mean the very next day, but just means sometime 
the day after; that could extend to even a week or more.

‘Don’t Stop The Fiesta is aptly named, as we’re determined 
that nothing will put an end to our casa life of: sea, sun, 
music and parties. This jam-packed book is a non-stop 
rollercoaster of a read; the pace never slows down, even when 
family ties pull us back and forth to the UK. 

‘If you’ve ever wondered what life in Spain could look like 
for you, then read on… it hasn’t always been roses around the 
door for us – but we never want to stop our fiesta.’

Hasta la � esta!
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